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Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Gather in silence and light a candle or Advent wreath. 
 

Ring the prayer bell.  
 

Opening 

To the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, 
be glory forever and ever. 

 

Hymn #257   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 Verses 1-2 

 



 

Prayer 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
May we, with Mary, sing your praises and magnify your name. 

As we worship, renew our vision that we may do your will. 

In your name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Psalm 146 

 1Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
 3Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
 4When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
 on that very day their plans perish. 
 5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
 whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
 6who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps faith forever; 
 7who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. 
 The LORD sets the prisoners free;  
 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 
 9The LORD watches over the strangers;  
 he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
 10The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
 Praise the LORD! 

 



Silence 

 
 

Blessed indeed are they who put their trust in you, O God, our sure rock and 
refuge. Guard us from giving to any other the allegiance that belongs only to 
you. Shine upon us with the brightness of your light, that we may love you 
with a pure heart and praise you forever; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Luke 1:26-38 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the first chapter. 
Glory to you O Lord.  

 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth 
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 
who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

The gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you O Christ. 

 
 



Reflection 

What word, image, or phrase stands out for you in this reading? 

The angel said to Mary, “Do not be afraid, for you have found favor with 
God.” Where might you leave fear behind? 

How does worship of God give you clarity of vision? 

 

Hymn #251   “My soul proclaims your greatness” 

 Verses 1-2 

 

 
 

  



Prayers 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 
have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, 

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; 

for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection 

in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, 

and for those who are in captivity, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all servants of the church, for all of us gathered together, 
and for all people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Add your prayer concerns that they may be shared in community. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

A time of silence follows. 

 

Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in the 
communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and our 
whole life to you, through Christ our Lord. To you, O Lord. 



Guide us waking, O Lord, 
and guard us sleeping; 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep we may rest in peace. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Blessing 

Even as we wait, watch, and wonder, 
God is with us. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. 
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