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Ascension Lutheran Church 

 

Festival of Lessons and Carols   December 27, 2020 

 

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

We come to this service with joy and anticipation to hear the message of the angels and to 
again return in heart and mind to Bethlehem to experience the loving kindness of our God in 
the form of a baby lying in a manger. In our worship, the Word of God as well as music old and 
new will draw us again to the heart of the Christmas message--a message filled with eternal 
hope and joy.  
 

THE HISTORY OF LESSONS AND CAROLS  

The service of Lessons and Carols dates back to 1918 when the first such service was held at 
Kings College in Cambridge, England. The origin, however, actually goes back to 1880 when a 
service of carols and related scriptures was developed by the Bishop of Truro Cathedral 
(England) for Christmas Eve. Over the years the basic format has been adapted and utilized by 
churches around the world over and over again.  
 

CHRISTMAS PRELUDE 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.  
We have beheld Christ's glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.  
 

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.  
In him was life, and the life was the light of humanity.  
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OPENING HYMN #289   “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more 
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who 
came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE #283   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

FIRST LESSON Gail Sherman 

Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19  
Adam and Eve disobey God’s command and disrupt the order and goodness of 
creation. 
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HYMN #275   “Angels from the Realm of Glory” 

 

SECOND LESSON  Sandra Waldrop 

Genesis 22:15-18  
God promises that, through Abraham, all the peoples of the world will be blessed. 
 

HYMN #282   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” 
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THIRD LESSON  Ludy Wilkie 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  
The people who walk in darkness receive the promise of the Messiah. 
 

HYMN #257   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
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FOURTH LESSON  Judy Bridges 

Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9  
The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of creation. 

 

HYMN #272   “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
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FIFTH LESSON  Carol Berger 

Luke 1:26-35, 38  
An angel appears to Mary and announces that she will bear a holy child. 
 

HYMN #279   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

SIXTH LESSON  Rose Cook 

Luke 2:1-7  
Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem, where Mary gives birth to her child. 
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HYMN #277   “Away in a Manger” 

SEVENTH LESSON  Steve White 

Luke 2:8-16  
Angels appear to shepherds in the fields and announce the birth of the Messiah. 
 

HYMN #276   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
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EIGHTH LESSON  Lisa Philbeck 

Matthew 2:1-11  
Magi from the East come seeking the Messiah and offer gifts to the baby Jesus. 
 

HYMN #290   “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
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NINTH LESSON  Pastor Christina Auch 

John 1:1-14  
The Word of God becomes flesh and lives among us, full of grace and truth. 
 

HYMN #281   “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 
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A brief silence. 
 

Praise is on our lips and in our hearts, Holy One, for the gracious deeds and acts 
that you have bestowed upon your church. Give to your whole church open hearts 
that we might work together to share your good news in Christ Jesus.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Praise to you, Creator of all, for you have created a rich diversity of nature and 
creatures: sun, moon, stars, mountains and all hills, oceans and rivers. Sustain all 
that you made and keep us faithful in our care for creation.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We bless you, Ruler of all, for the communities and nations of which we are a part. 
Gather into your arms the many peoples of the world and grant humility to all 
leaders, so that all may find blessing and peace.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

O Holy One, you overcame death and freed us from all fear. Give patience and 
compassion to those who provide care. Give courage to all who are afraid and 
comfort to all who suffer in any way. We pray especially or all whom we name or 
hold silently in our hearts…  
 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Nurturing God, you care for your children in any danger. Grant courage to our 
congregation, that we are present with children who need our love and protection, 
with parents who grieve the loss of children, and with those who seek safety from 
hurtful situations.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Light of life, you claim us as your children forever. We praise you for those who 
have gone before us in the faith, serving as witnesses to your presence (especially). 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
steadfast mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and his name is Prince of Peace. 

The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and say: “Peace be with you” from 
wherever you are or type it in the chat or comments. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen.  
 

BLESSING   

May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you 
peace this Christmas and always. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN #267   “Joy to the World!” 

 

DISMISSAL  

Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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THANK YOU TO THESE GREENERY DONORS 
 

In Memory of:       Given by: 

Evelyn and Chic Roche     Judy Bridges 

Dot and Calvin Blalock     Chrys and Greg Blalock 

Marge and Jack Riviere     Chrys and Greg Blalock 

All the Saints who have gone before us  Karen Long 
 
In Honor of:       Given by: 
J. L. Setzer        Anonymous 
Lee Barry        Anonymous 
Dot Paul        Anonymous 
Fred DeBell       Anonymous 
Greg Blalock       Anonymous 
Steve Hudgins       Anonymous 
Carol Berger       Anonymous 
Debby Chaffin       Jennie and Dave Lambert 
 

The greenery on the columbarium has been given to the Glory of God and in 
memory of all the loved ones of the Lacy and Smolzer families who have entered 

the church triumphant. 
 

The greenery in the Prayer Garden has been given to the Glory of God and in 

loving memory of their daughter Elizabeth by Mr. and Mrs. Allen Philbeck. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Coronavirus Response: Our sanctuary remains closed, but the fellowship hall is 
available for small groups (less than 10) with social distancing and masks required. 
Contact Debby in the church office for more information. 

 

Prayer Concerns: Please call or email the office or text Pastor Christina at 704-472-
7783 to update prayer requests.   
 

Please continue your tithes and offerings. Make a one time or recurring gift using 
the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android. You can give using ACH 
(bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.  
 

Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click the 
registration link and enter your payment information. You will receive a 
verification text as well as an email receipt. For future giving, simply send a text to 
the same number with the amount you wish to give, and your donation will 
process automatically. 
 

Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #47161. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
 

Ascension Lutheran Church 

PO Box 266 Shelby, NC 28151 

Ascensionlutheranshelby.com 

Facebook.com/ascensionlutheranshelbync 

704-487-5679 

 

The Rev. Christina Auch, Pastor 704-472-7783 

Debby Chaffin, Secretary 

Steve White and Cathy Hubbard, Organists 

Rose Cook, Financial Secretary 

Daryl Cook, Council President  704-418-3103 

 
 


