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Ascension Lutheran Church 

 

Midweek Lenten Worship   March 24, 2021 
 

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Light a candle. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The story of faith is a story of courage. 
It took courage for John the Baptist to prepare the way. 
 

It took courage for Mary to say, “Here I am. Use me.” 
It took courage for the disciples to drop their nets and follow Jesus. 
 

It took courage for the paralyzed man’s friends to lower him through the 
roof. 
It took courage for Peter to walk on water. 
 

It took courage for Zacchaeus to give half of his possessions to the poor. 
It took courage for Jesus to enter Jerusalem on a donkey. 
 

Faith has never been easy. It is a journey of courage. 
Again and again, God, show us the way. 
 

Let us worship a brave and courageous God. 
 

HYMN OF LIGHT #561   “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” 
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PRAYER 

If we could buy our way closer to you, we’d sell everything we have. 
If we could work our way to you, we’d never take a day off. 
If we could walk our way to you, we’d keep our tennis shoes on tight. 
But I know—we know—we cannot buy, or work, or walk our way closer to 
you. 
We must listen our way closer to you. 
 

So holy God, as you have so often done again and again, 
Open our ears. 
Clear out the self-talk that keeps us from you. 
Dust out the negativity and distractions. 
Remove any doubt hindering our way.  
Amen. 
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PSALMODY: Psalm 119:9-16  I treasure your promise in my heart 
9 How can young people keep their way pure? 
    By guarding it according to your word. 
10 With my whole heart I seek you;  
    do not let me stray from your commandments. 
11 I treasure your word in my heart, so that I may not sin against you. 
12 Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes. 
13 With my lips I declare all the ordinances of your mouth. 
14 I delight in the way of your decrees as much as in all riches. 
15 I will meditate on your precepts, and fix my eyes on your ways. 
16 I will delight in your statutes;  I will not forget your word. 
 

READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 We are Reformed 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like 
the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN   “The Days are Coming, Said the Lord”  
 (Tune of ELW 592) 
 

"The days are coming," said the Lord, 
"When I will bring in something new. 

My people now reject my word 
So look and see what I will do." 
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"I’ll write my words upon the heart, 
And I will put my law in them. 

Though they have wavered from the start, 
My people will return again." 

 

O God, this law that is within 
Becomes the means by which we're free. 

No longer bound by human sin, 
In Christ, we're who we're called to be. 

 

In every sinful, hurting place, 
Our hearts know what it means to yearn. 
We hear your promised love and grace; 

Now at your cross may we return. 
 
Biblical Reference: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Tune: William Batchelder Bradbury, 1849 ("Just As I Am, Without One Plea")  
Text: Copyright © 2012 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
 

REFLECTION   The Rev. Christina Auch 
 

HYMN #723   “Canticle of the Turning” 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I refuse to believe that I am powerless. 
I refuse to believe that injustice and hatred are simply the way it has to be. 
I refuse to believe that I am better or more deserving than my neighbor. 
I refuse to believe that my self-worth is rooted in my accomplishments or 
appearance. 
I refuse to believe that the Church is dying, because I see God all around me. 
I refuse to believe that the traditions of old are the only path for moving 
forward. 
I refuse to believe that I cannot make a difference. 
So with hope in my heart, I will strive to live a life of courage, conviction, and 
compassion, just as Jesus taught us.  
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

As you leave this space, 
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness. 
May your arms hold those in need. 
May your feet walk toward justice. 
May your heart trust its worth.  
May your soul dance in God’s grace. 
And may this be your rhythm— 
Again and again and again, until God’s promised day. 
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
Music from sundaysandseasons.com.Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. Used with Permission. 


