Ascension Lutheran Church
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

October 10, 2021

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord!
The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good
man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and
loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you
own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we will find
life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find life by
divesting for the sake of the other.
*Congregation stands

PRELUDE
(Please stand as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.)

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
[P] In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
[C] Amen.
[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
[C] Amen.
[P] Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection

[P] Gracious God,
[C] have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
[P] God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.
[C] Amen.
Please be seated and take this time to reflect on the music and lyrics.

HYMN #833

“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”

1 Oh, that I had a thousand voices
to praise my God with thousand
tongues!
My heart, which in the Lord
rejoices,
would then proclaim in grateful
songs
to all, wherever I might be,
what great things God has done
for me!

2 Let ev'ry pow'r in me implanted
arise, keep silence now no more;
put forth the strength that God
has granted!
Your noblest work is to adore!
O soul and body, join to raise
with heartfelt joy your maker's
praise!

Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658-1734; tr. composite
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.Please stand.

*GREETING
[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
[C] And also with you.
*KYRIE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
[P] Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking
what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way
of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
[C] Amen.
Please be seated.

READING: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
[A] A reading from Amos.
6Seek

the LORD and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.
7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!

10They

hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.
11Therefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
12For I know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.
13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.
14Seek

good and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.
15Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
The Word of the Lord.
[C] Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 90:12-17 (Please read the psalm responsively in whole verse.)
[A] 12So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to
wisdom.
13Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? Be gracious to your servants.
14Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; so shall we rejoice and be
glad all our days.
15Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us and as many years as we
suffered adversity.

16Show

your servants your works, and your splendor to their children.

17May

the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; prosper the work
of our hands; prosper our handiwork.
Please stand.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31
[P] The holy gospel according to Mark, the tenth chapter.
[C] Glory to you, O Lord.
17As

[Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him,
and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal
life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You
shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him,
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved
him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow
me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he
had many possessions.

23Then

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples
were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how
hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who
can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible,
but not for God; for God all things are possible.”
28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed
you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and
for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in
this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first
will be last, and the last will be first.”
[P] The gospel of the Lord.
[C] Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON

The Rev. Christina Auch

Please remain seated and take this time to reflect on the music and lyrics.

HYMN #775
1

Jesus, priceless treasure,
source of purest pleasure,
truest friend to me:
ah, how long I've panted,
and my heart has fainted,
thirsting, Lord, for thee!
Thine I am, O spotless Lamb;
nothing in this world can hide
thee,
naught I ask beside thee.

“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
2

In thine arm I rest me;
foes who would molest me
cannot reach me here.
Though the earth be shaking,
every heart be quaking,
Jesus calms my fear.
Lightnings flash and thunders
crash; yet, though sin and hell
assail me,
Jesus will not fail me.

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

*APOSTLES’ CREED
[P] God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith…
[C] I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
[A] Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.
Silence is kept for reflection.

[A] Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you.
Encourage us to welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole
church in teaching, preaching, prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your
mercy, [C] hear our prayer.
[A] Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the
trees. Increase the produce of the land and bless all who toil in fields and
orchards. Provide for good working conditions and keep them safe. Lord, in
your mercy, [C] hear our prayer.

[A] You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one
another. Strengthen relationships between nations and peoples, that we
celebrate and support one human family. Lord, in your mercy,
[C] hear our prayer.
[A] Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or
forgotten. Open the hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such
compassion and love for their neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, [C] hear our
prayer.
[A] Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay
your head. Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place
to live. Sustain ministries that offer food, clothing, and peace of mind.
We pray especially for those we name aloud or silently in our hearts……..
Martha Beam (Eleanor Hendrick’s friend), Dan Birch (Carol Berger's brotherin-law), Cody Bryant (Bob Bryant’s grandson), Kathy Callahan (Ludy Wilkie’s
friend), Mike Callahan (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Chris Carman (Judy Bridges’
friend), Chuck Cook (Fred and Nancy DeBell’s cousin), Edna Cooper (Bill
Bridges’ Aunt), Phil Costello (Donna Lilly’s friend), The Davenport Family
(Dave and Priscilla Williams’ friends), Charles and Mary Degree (Karen Long’s
friends), Saher Degree (Gail Sherman’s friend), Tim Farmer (Pastor Christina
and Jamie’s friend), Ashton Fields (Carol Berger’s friend), Avan Fields (Carol
Berger’s friend), Ann Fitzsimmons (Steve and Jenny White’s friend), Carol
Ann Forgas (Bill Bridges’ friend), Mike Greene (Gail Sherman’s friend), Rev.
Carl Greenawald (DeBell’s friends), Joe Hutchinson (William Coyne’s friend),
Debbie Irvin (Bill Bridges’ friend), Patti Jenkins (Priscilla Williams’ friend),
Kay Johnson (Eleanor Hendrick’s cousin), Steve Jolly (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),
Mark Kent (Majorie Olsen’s son), Rachel Kidwell (Dave William’s niece), Jim
Lilly (Dick and Donna Lilly’s son), John Lilly (Dick and Donna Lilly’s son),
Roberto Lopez (William Coyne’s friend), Sonya and Gerald Lovelace (Bill
Bridges’ friend), Brenda Lowery (Gail Sherman’s friend), Eva McCombs
(Sandra Waldrop’s mother), Janice McGoven (Eleanor Hendricks’ sister),
Sheri Dawn Mack (Relative of Karen Hubbard), Ed Marler (Ludy Wilkie’s
friend), Gay Helms Melton (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Maribeth Norris Mies

(Carol Berger’s cousin), Mary Bell Moore (Lacy’s neighbor and the Hubbard’s
and Johnson’s granddaughter), Pat Mullen (Johanna Gillespie’s friend),
Wanda Mullinax (Edith Kelly’s niece), Teresa Olsen (Marjorie Olsen’s
daughter-in-law), Jeanne Patterson (Karen Long’s cousin), Bob Patzer (Carol
Berger’s brother-in-law), Linda Patzer (Carol Berger’s sister), Lynn Perry
(Jenny and Steve White’s friend) Gerard Peruzzi (Carol Berger’s brother),
Margaret Peruzzi (Carol Berger’s mother), Marci Plati (Rev. Bill Battermann’s
friend), Liz and Ron Dal Poggetto (Judy Bridges’ friends), John Reid (Ludy
Wilkie’s friend), Beth Rhyne (Ladley and Jane Burn’s friend), Sue Rippy
(Donna and Dick Lilly’s neighbor), Fred Ryan (Fred and Nancy DeBell’s cousin
in law), Candace Siddlow (Courtney Richard’s mother), Floyd Tate, Jr. (John
Lilly’s friend), Blanche Teele (Karen Long’s aunt), Jean and Jim Tesseneer
(Bill Bridges friend), Beth Thomas (Carol Berger’s daughter), David Waldrop
(Sandra Waldrop’s husband), Edith Walker (Allen and Lisa Philbeck’s friend’s
mother), Freda Walker (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Molly and Darryl Waterstraat
(Karen Hubbard’s friends), Alfie Welch (Renee Buchanan’s brother),
Christopher Willever (David Williams’ grandson), Mary Ann Woolley (Sandra
Waldrop’s aunt).
Members: Dean Davis, Lin Washburn, Dot Paul, Bob Bryant, William Coyne,
Jim Wilson, Bobbie Johnson, Gerald Washburn, Lucinda Wallen, Lisa Upton,
Sandy Harman, Ann Sipe, Marjorie Olsen, and Ray and Willi Lacy.
In Undergraduate College: Emma Auch, Brooke Buchanan, Samantha
Hoffman, Jacob Stone, Catherine Lilly, Matthew Lilly.
[A] Lord, in your mercy,
[C] hear our prayer.

[A] Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with those things
that are no longer beneficial to us and open our hearts to see where new life
is budding in this congregation. Lord, in your mercy, [C] hear our prayer.
[A] Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died
(especially). Make us confident in your promise of salvation and support us in
our own journey of faith. Lord, in your mercy, [C] hear our prayer.

[A] Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. [C] Amen.
Please be seated.

THE PEACE OF CHRIST (We are not “passing” the peace in any physical way. Online you
are invited to share a greeting of peace in the comments.)

[P] The peace of Christ be with you always.
[C] And also with you.
OFFERING
Make a one time or recurring gift using the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android.
You can give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.
Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate.2. Click the registration link
and enter your payment information.3. Receive a verification text as well as an email receipt.
For future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to give, and
your donation will process automatically.
Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.
Please stand.

*OFFERTORY HYMN #184

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

*OFFERING PRAYER
[A] Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
[C] Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING

[P] It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending praise:

[P] In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD'S PRAYER
[P] Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
[C] Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
[P] Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
[P] This is the body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you.
[C] Amen.
Please remain seated.
If you are not communing, please receive this blessing for you:
“Jesus loves you and keeps you all the days of your life.”

“LAMB OF GOD”

Please stand.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
[C] Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
[A] Let us pray.
Jesus, Bread of life,
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
[C] Amen.
*BLESSING
[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
[C] Amen.

Please remain standing and sing our sending hymn.

*HYMN #705

“God of Grace and God of Glory”, Verses 1-3

1 God of grace and God of glory,
on your people pour your pow'r;
crown your ancient church's story;
bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.
2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have
bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days,
for the living of these days.
Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

3 Cure your children's warring
madness;
bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish
gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holy Communion When you are worshiping at home, you are encouraged to
set up a temporary altar called a tabernacle at home. Find a small table or
bench, place on it a nice plate and a cup or goblet. Find a slice or loaf of
bread and use either wine or grape juice in the cup. When the time comes
for communion, lift the bread and wine with the pastor, giving thanks to God
for the gift of communion that offers us forgiveness, community, and new
life in Christ.
In person Bible study, led by Pastor Christina, is meeting in the classroom
across from the office on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. We are using
Augsburg Fortress quarterly materials.
Prayer Concerns: Please call or email the office or text Pastor Christina at
704-472-7783 to update prayer requests. You may leave a voicemail but
please provide the spelling of any names, and your relationship to the person
being prayed for.
Please continue your tithes and offerings. Make a one time or recurring gift
using the website or the Vanco Mobile app on iPhone or Android. You can
give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American
Express.
Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click
the registration link and enter your payment information. You will receive a
verification text as well as an email receipt.
Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.
Jacob Stone and Catherine Lilly will be continuing their educations this fall in
cities that can seem very far from home. Jacob is studying in Florence, Italy
at the Lorenzo de’Medici Institue. Catherine is studying in New York City.
Their addresses follow: Jacob Stone, Instituto Lorenzo de’Medici, Via
Melarancio 6/R, 50123 Firenze, Italia and Catherine Lilly, 11 Waverly Place,
Apt. 3E, New York, New York 10003. Cards and prayers would be very
welcomed.

A LOOK AHEAD
Thursday, October 14
Thursday Night Prayer – 9:00 p.m. (Facebook & Zoom)
1. Sunday, Oct. 17 — 21st Sunday after Pentecost
2. 9:30 a.m. Bible Study
3. 10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
4. (also on Facebook & Zoom)
Sunday, Oct. 17 – 6:30 p.m. Lutheran Men in Mission Vespers at Baker’s
Buffalo Creek Winery, Waco. (Outdoors). There will be a picnic at 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, October 21
Thursday Night Prayer – 9:00 p.m. (Facebook & Zoom)
Sunday, Oct. 24 — 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
(also on Facebook & Zoom)
Thursday, October 28
Thursday Night Prayer – 9:00 p.m. (Facebook & Zoom)
Sunday, Oct. 31 — Reformation Sunday
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
(also on Facebook & Zoom)
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