Ascension Lutheran Church
Baptism of our Lord

January 10, 2021

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord!
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the
waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that
distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians,
calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of
God’s vision of justice and peace.

PRELUDE
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
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and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN #623

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
Verses 1-2

2

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we
may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Acts 19:1-7
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what
then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe
in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this,
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues
and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11
The holy gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to you O Lord.
4John

the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of
his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
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Holy Spirit.”
9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”
The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
SERMON

The Rev. Christina Auch

HYMN #614
Gilead”

“There is a Balm in
Verses 1-2
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APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need.
Silence for reflection.

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy
Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth,
that God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care
for all God has made, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and
night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use
their strength wisely, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
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For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and
those who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide
companionship, for all who suffer, that God shower compassion, and
especially for those we name aloud or silently in our hearts…
Grant Adcock (Bob and Vicki Jones’ grandson), Fran Auch (Jamie Auch’s
uncle), Kathy Backof (Donna Lilly’s friend), Dan Birch (Carol Berger's
brother-in-law), Carolyn Blitz (Bill Bridges’ friend), Christine Bridges
(Libby Stone’s aunt), Cody Bryant (Bob Bryant’s grandson), Mike
Callahan (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Chris Carman (Judy Bridges’ friend),
Martha Cash (Bill Bridge’s friend), Edna Cooper (Bill Bridges’ aunt), The
Davenport Family (Dave and Priscilla Williams friends), Charles and
Mary Degree (Karen Long’s friends), Saher Degree (Gail Sherman’s
friend), Gloria Dellinger (Greg Blalock’s aunt), Charles Duval (Ludy
Wilkie’s friend), Barbara Duval (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Tim Farmer
(Pastor Christina and Jamie’s friend), Avan Fields (Carol Berger’s friend),
Ann Fitzsimmons (Steve and Jenny White’s friend), Mike Greene (Gail
Sherman’s friend), Markye and Carl Greenwald (DeBell’s friends), Rena
Huffman (Jim Wilson’s sister-in-law), Michael Huntsinger (Ludy Wilkie’s
friend), Joe Hutchinson (William Coyne’s friend), Patti Jenkins (Priscilla
Williams’ friend), Steve Jolly (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Kirk Kent (Marjorie
Olsen’s son), Mark Kent (Majorie Olsen’s son), Rachel Kidwell (Dave
William’s niece), Bryan Legrand (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Jim Lilly (Dick
and Donna Lilly’s son), Sonya and Gerald Lovelace (Bill Bridges friend),
Brenda Lowery (Gail Sherman’s friend), Pam Lucas (Ludy Wilkie’s
friend), Eva McCombs (Sandra Waldrop’s mother), Janice McGoven
(Eleanor Hendricks’ sister), Sheri Dawn Mack (Relative of Karen
Hubbard), Maribeth Mies (Carol Berger’s cousin), Wanda Mullinax
(Edith Kelly’s niece), Teresa Olsen (Marjorie Olsen’s daughter-in-law),
Bob Patzer (Carol Berger’s brother-in-law), Linda Patzer (Carol Berger’s
sister), Gerard Peruzzi (Carol Berger’s brother), Margaret Peruzzi (Carol
Berger’s mother), Liz and Ron Dal Poggetto (Judy Bridges’ friends),
Bonnie Reidy (Dave and Jennie Lambert’s friend), Beth Rhyne (Ladley
and Jane Burn’s friend), Lola Ritchie (Rose Cook’s mother), Shannon
Sellers (Libby Stone’s cousin), Jean Tesseneer (Bill Bridges’ friend), Pam
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Unger (Willi and Ray Lacy’s friend), Edith Walker (Allen and Lisa
Philbeck’s friend’s mother), David Waldrop (Sandra Waldrop’s husband),
Molly and Darryl Waterstraat (Karen Hubbard’s friends), Alfie Welch
(Renee Buchanan’s brother), Christopher Willever (David Williams’
grandson), Mary Ann Woolley (Sandra Waldrop’s aunt)
Members: Dean Davis, Lin Washburn, Dot Paul, Bob Bryant, William
Coyne, Jim Wilson, Bobbie Johnson, Gerald Washburn, Ray Valentine,
Lucinda Wallen, Lisa Upton.
In Undergraduate College: Emma Auch, Brooke Buchanan, Samantha
Hoffman, Jacob Stone, Catherine Mae Lilly
Ministry Partners: Hospice Cleveland County staff, leaders and those
they serve.
Let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for
those seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God
experience grace and peace, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that
their witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. Have mercy,
O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake
of the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace on video or say: “Peace be with
you” from wherever you are or type it in the chat or comments.
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OFFERING
Make a one time or recurring gift using the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android.
You can give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.
Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click the registration link
and enter your payment information. You will receive a verification text as well as an email
receipt. For future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to
give, and your donation will process automatically.
Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.

OFFERTORY

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray…
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us
to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION
When our congregation gathered for Holy Communion with all the saints
from every time and place, we heard again the story of God’s mighty acts and
the love shown us in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The holy meal of the
Lord’s supper was shared. Now we share this Word of life, and this bread and
cup of blessing, that we may share in these same gifts and be strengthened
by the Christian community, even though we gather separately for a time.
Gathered at the Lord’s table, our congregation remembered with
thanksgiving that “in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
This is the supper of our Lord Jesus Christ. This bread and cup, shared in our
community of faith, are here given for you.
Share the bread, saying, “The body of Christ, given for you.” And share the wine or grape
juice, saying, "The blood of Christ, shed for you.”

Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished
us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send
us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day
and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon us with favor and ☩ give us peace.
Amen.

9

HYMN #534

“Savior, Again to Your Dear Name”
Verses 1-2

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Coronavirus Response: Our sanctuary remains closed, but the fellowship hall
is available for small groups (less than 10) with social distancing and masks
required. Contact Debby in the church office for more information.
Prayer Concerns: Please call or email the office or text Pastor Christina at
704-472-7783 to update prayer requests. You may leave a voicemail but
please provide the spelling of any names, and your relationship to the person
being prayed for.
Please continue your tithes and offerings. Make a one time or recurring gift
using the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android. You can give
using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.
Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click
the registration link and enter your payment information. You will receive a
verification text as well as an email receipt. For future giving, simply send a
text to the same number with the amount you wish to give, and your
donation will process automatically.
Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.
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