Ascension Lutheran Church
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

August 2, 2020

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord!
In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost.
Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we
remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent
forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.

PRELUDE
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.
Amen.
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness,
let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Silence for reflection.

Eternal God our creator,
in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children,
the work of your hands.
Forgive us all our offenses,
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you,
our refuge and our strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners;
and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins.
Amen.
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“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”
Verses 1-2
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with
this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16)
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The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.
14
The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.
15
The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their food in due season.
16
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17
You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.
18
You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully.
19
You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save them.
20
You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall destroy.
21
My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.
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READING: Romans 9:1-5
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s
saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s
children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and
receiving divine promises.
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I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy
Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to
the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from
them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for
others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of
his greatest miracles.
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The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in
a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot
from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for
them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give
them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”
18
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all
ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets
full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The Rev. Christina Auch
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“The Church of Christ, in Every Age
Verses 1-2
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APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.
Silence for reflection
You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your
church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for
the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation. Replenish ground
water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant
life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who
do not know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender
hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and
healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind. We pray especially for those we
name aloud now or silently in our hearts…
Betty Jean Adams (Judy Bridge’s friend), Grant Adcock (Bob and Vicki Jones’ grandson),
Kathy Backof (Donna Lilly’s friend), Dan Birch (Carol Berger's brother-in-law), Carolyn
Blitz (Bill Bridges’ friend), Kathy Bradley (friend of Bill Bridges), Cody Bryant (Bob
Bryant’s grandson), Chris Carman (Judy Bridges’ friend), Martha Cash (Bill Bridge’s
friend), Edna Cooper (Bill Bridges Aunt), Joan Craig (Clarann Schiavo’s friend), The
Davenport Family (Dave and Priscilla Williams friends), Charles and Mary Degree (Karen
Long’s friends), Gloria Dellinger (Greg Blalock’s aunt), Noah Duvall (Judy Bridges great
nephew), Ann Fitzsimmons (Steve and Jenny White’s friend), Kendall Fuller (Gail
Sherman’s friend), Mike Greene (Gail Sherman’s friend), Markye and Carl Greenwald
(DeBell’s friends), Rena Huffman (Jim Wilson’s sister-in-law), Chris Huffstetler (Ludy
Wilkie’s friend), Michael Huntsinger (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Patti Jenkins (Priscilla
Williams’ friend), Steve Jolly (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Mark Kent (Majorie Olsen’s son),
Jim Lilly (Dick and Donna Lilly’s son), Kevin Lilly (Vicky Galloway’s 2nd cousin), Brenda
and Butch Lowery (Gail Sherman’s friends), Anne Lyerly (Rose Cook’s sister-in-law), Eva
McCombs (Sandra Waldrop’s mother), Bernice McDaniels (Dean Davis’ daughter),
Jamison McGill (Pastor Christina’s friends’ son), Janice McGoven (Eleanor Hendricks’
sister), Sheri Dawn Mack (Relative of Karen Hubbard), Maribeth Norris Mies (Charlie
Berger's cousin), Charlotte Morin (Priscilla Williams’ friend), Teresa Olsen (Marjorie
Olsen’s daughter-in-law), Bob Patzer (Carol Berger’s brother-in-law), Margaret Peruzzi
(Carol Berger’s mother), Liz and Ron Dal Poggetto (Judy Bridges’ friends), Tommy Price
(Edith Kelly’s nephew), Beth Rhyne (Ladley and Jane Burn’s friend), Harold Rhyne
(Ladley and Jane Burn’s friend), Lori Rosamond (Pastor Christina’s stepsister), Jan
Tucker (Ozark bank employee), Pam Unger (Willi and Ray Lacy’s friend), The Vonbehren
Family (Barbara Davis’ cousins), Edith Walker (Allen and Lisa Philbeck’s friend’s mother),
Molly and Darryl Waterstraat (Karen Hubbard’s friends), Alfie Welch (Renee Buchanan’s
brother), Eric West (Bob and Vickie Jones’ son-in-law), Christopher Willever (David
6

Williams’ grandson), Mary Ann Woolley (Sandra Waldrop’s aunt), Denise and Savannah
Yount (Sandra Waldrop’s friends)
Members: Dean Davis, Lin Washburn, Dot Paul, Bob Bryant, William Coyne, Jim Wilson,
Steve Eckard, Sandy Harman, Bobbie Johnson, Bobby Jones and Gerald Washburn
In Undergraduate College: Emma Auch, Brooke Buchanan, Samantha Hoffman, Jacob
Stone, Catherine Mae Lilly
Those Awaiting Arrival of Children: Kristen and Becca Gillespie (daughter and daughterin-law of Joanna Gillespie)
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation such a welcoming heart, that
our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we
encounter. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the
heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace on video or say: “Peace be with
you” from wherever you are or type it in the chat or comments.
OFFERING
Make a one time or recurring gift using the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android.
You can give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.
Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click the registration link
and enter your payment information. You will receive a verification text as well as an email
receipt. For future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to
give, and your donation will process automatically.
Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.
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OFFERTORY

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION
When our congregation gathered for Holy Communion with all the saints from every time and
place, we heard again the story of God’s mighty acts and the love shown us in Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection. The holy meal of the Lord’s supper was shared. Now we share this
Word of life, and this bread and cup of blessing, that we may share in these same gifts and be
strengthened by the Christian community, even though we gather separately for a time.
Gathered at the Lord’s table, our congregation remembered with thanksgiving that “in the
night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
This is the supper of our Lord Jesus Christ. This bread and cup, shared in our community of
faith, are here given for you.
8

At home, share the bread with each person, saying, “The body of Christ, given for you.” Then share
the wine or grape juice with each person, saying, "The blood of Christ, shed for you.”

Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table
with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the
world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us with grace and mercy. The Lord look
upon us with favor and ☩ give us peace.
Amen.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

10

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Coronavirus Response: All indoor gatherings at Ascension are canceled at this time and the
buildings remain closed.
Prayer Concerns: Please call or email the office or text Pastor Christina at 704-472-7783 to
update prayer requests. You may leave a voicemail but please provide the spelling of any
names, and your relationship to the person being prayed for.
Please continue your tithes and offerings. Make a one time or recurring gift using the website
or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android. You can give using ACH (bank account), Visa,
MasterCard, Discover or American Express.
Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click the registration
link and enter your payment information. You will receive a verification text as well as an email
receipt. For future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to
give, and your donation will process automatically.
Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.
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