
Ascension Lutheran Church 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost   September 20, 2020 

 

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God 
is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day 
they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil 
ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism 
we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of 
God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Faithful God,  
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.  
Amen. 
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HYMN #854   “Blessing and Honor” 

 Verses 1-2 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train 
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Psalm 145:1-8 

The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8) 
 

 1I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever. 
 2Every day | will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 
 3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness. 
 4One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your power. 
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works. 
 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount your greatness. 
 7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,  
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twentieth chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went 
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 
and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would 
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; 
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; 
I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the 
last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON   The Rev. Christina Auch 

 

HYMN #707   “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” 

 Verses 1-2 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges 
the church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside 
your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity 
toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to 
places of conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the 
work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
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Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding 
in steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, 
victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to 
those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and 
courage to all who are in need. We pray especially for those we name aloud now or 
silently in our hearts…. 
 

Betty Jean Adams (Judy Bridge’s friend), Grant Adcock (Bob and Vicki Jones’ 
grandson), Kathy Backof (Donna Lilly’s friend), Dan Birch (Carol Berger's brother-
in-law), Carolyn Blitz (Bill Bridges’ friend), Kathy Bradley (friend of Bill Bridges), 
Cody Bryant (Bob Bryant’s grandson), Chris Carman (Judy Bridges’ friend), Martha 
Cash (Bill Bridge’s friend), Edna Cooper (Bill Bridges Aunt), Joan Craig (Clarann 
Schiavo’s friend), The Davenport Family (Dave and Priscilla Williams friends), 
Charles and Mary Degree (Karen Long’s friends), Saher Degree (Gail Sherman’s 
friend), Gloria Dellinger (Greg Blalock’s aunt), Charles Duval (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), 
Noah Duvall (Judy Bridges great nephew), Tim Farmer(Pastor Christina and Jamie’s 
friend), Bob and Jeri Fender (Dave and Jennie Lambert’s friends), Ann 
Fitzsimmons (Steve and Jenny White’s friend), Mike Greene (Gail Sherman’s 
friend), Markye and Carl Greenwald (DeBell’s friends), Rena Huffman (Jim 
Wilson’s sister-in-law), Chris Huffstetler (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Michael Huntsinger 
(Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Joe Hutchinson (William Coyne’s friend), Patti Jenkins 
(Priscilla Williams’ friend), Louise Jolly (Rose and Daryl Cook’s friend), Steve Jolly 
(Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Mark Kent (Majorie Olsen’s son), Rachel Kidwell (Dave 
William’s niece), Jim Lilly (Dick and Donna Lilly’s son), Kevin Lilly (Vicky Galloway’s 
2nd cousin), Roberto Lopez (William Coyne’s friend), Brenda Lowery (Gail 
Sherman’s friend), Eva McCombs (Sandra Waldrop’s mother), Bernice McDaniels 
(Dean Davis’ daughter), Jamison McGill (Pastor Christina’s friends’ son), Janice 
McGoven (Eleanor Hendricks’ sister), Sheri Dawn Mack (Relative of Karen 
Hubbard), Maribeth Norris Mies (Carol Berger’s cousin), Charlotte Morin (Priscilla 
Williams’ friend), Teresa Olsen (Marjorie Olsen’s daughter-in-law), Bob Patzer 
(Carol Berger’s brother-in-law), Linda Patzer (Carol Berger’s sister), Margaret 
Peruzzi (Carol Berger’s mother), Liz and Ron Dal Poggetto (Judy Bridges’ friends), 
Tommy Price (Edith Kelly’s nephew), Bonnie and Mike Reidy (Dave and Jennie 
Lambert’s friends), Beth Rhyne (Ladley and Jane Burn’s friend), Harold Rhyne 
(Ladley and Jane Burn’s friend), Jan Tucker (Ozark bank employee), Lisa Upton, 
Pam Unger (Willi and Ray Lacy’s friend), The Vonbehren Family (Barbara Davis’ 
cousins), Edith Walker (Allen and Lisa Philbeck’s friend’s mother), Molly and 
Darryl Waterstraat (Karen Hubbard’s friends), Alfie Welch (Renee Buchanan’s 
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brother), Charles H. Wells, III (Ludy’s friend’s cousin), Christopher Willever (David 
Williams’ grandson), Mary Ann Woolley (Sandra Waldrop’s aunt), Denise and 
Savannah Yount (Sandra Waldrop’s friends) 

 

Members: Dean Davis, Lin Washburn, Dot Paul, Bob Bryant, William Coyne, Jim 
Wilson, Steve Eckard, Sandy Harman, Bobbie Johnson, Gerald Washburn, Ray 
Valentine, and Lucinda Wallen. 
 

In Undergraduate College: Emma Auch, Brooke Buchanan, Samantha Hoffman, 
Jacob Stone, Catherine Mae Lilly 

 

Those Awaiting Arrival of Children: Kristen and Becca Gillespie (daughter and 
daughter-in-law of Joanna Gillespie) 

 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us 
faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful 
song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace on video or say: “Peace 
be with you” from wherever you are or type it in the chat or comments. 
 

OFFERING 

Make a one time or recurring gift using the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or 
Android. You can give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American 
Express.  
 

Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click the 
registration link and enter your payment information. You will receive a verification text 
as well as an email receipt. For future giving, simply send a text to the same number 
with the amount you wish to give, and your donation will process automatically. 
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Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151. 
OFFERTORY  “Doxology” 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

O God of justice and love, 
we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,  
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

BLESSING  
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord’s face shine on us with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon us with favor and ☩ give us peace. 
Amen. 
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HYMN #545   “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 

 Verses 1-2 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Coronavirus Response: All indoor gatherings at Ascension are canceled at this time and 
the buildings remain closed. 
 

Prayer Concerns: Please call or email the office or text Pastor Christina at 704-472-7783 
to update prayer requests. You may leave a voicemail but please provide the spelling of 
any names, and your relationship to the person being prayed for.  
 

Please continue your tithes and offerings. Make a one time or recurring gift using the 
website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android. You can give using ACH (bank 
account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.  
 

Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click the 
registration link and enter your payment information. You will receive a verification text 
as well as an email receipt. For future giving, simply send a text to the same number 
with the amount you wish to give, and your donation will process automatically. 
 

Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151. 
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