Ascension Lutheran Church
Third Sunday of Lent

March 7, 2021

“Again and Again, We Are Shown the Way”
Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord!
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of
the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that
because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else
claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is
defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can
become our gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in
God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world.

PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
God took on flesh and walked this earth to show us the way.
God took on flesh so that we could see what it looks like to disrupt and overturn
systems of corruption.
God took on flesh to teach us another way.
God took on flesh to point us to restoration.
God took on flesh so that we might be forgiven.
So let us pray together, knowing that we need guidance, and trusting that even if
we fall, God is showing us the way.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
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Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
HYMN #324

“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
Verses 1-2

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the
wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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READING: Exodus 20:1-17
A reading from Exodus.
1God

spoke all these words:
am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.
4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is
in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and
the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the
LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do
all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall
not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day;
therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.
12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the LORD your God is giving you.
13You shall not murder.
14You shall not commit adultery.
15You shall not steal.
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: John 2:13-22
The holy gospel according to John, the second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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13The

Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers
seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money
changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves,
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”
17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume
me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”
20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had
said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The Rev. Christina L. Auch

HYMN #618

“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”
Verses 1-2
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APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith…
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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HYMN #751

“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.
Silence is kept for reflection.

There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place
their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in
every situation your people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the
struggle for clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy
ecosystems; give all people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes
the earth and skies. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of
your peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators,
judicial systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and
freedom of all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Defend victims of crime and bring
redemption to those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor.
Protect those who are vulnerable and give courage to all who are suffering. We
pray especially for those we name aloud now or silently in our hearts…
Grant Adcock (Bob and Vicki Jones’ grandson), Fran Auch (Jamie Auch’s
uncle), Kathy Backof (Donna Lilly’s friend), Martha Beam (Eleanor Hendrick’s
friend), Dan Birch (Carol Berger's brother-in-law), Adam Bridges & Brittany
Smith (Libby Stone’s cousin and his fiancé), Cody Bryant (Bob Bryant’s
grandson), Kathy Callahan (Ludie Wilkie’s friend), Mike Callahan (Ludy
Wilkie’s friend), Chris Carman (Judy Bridges’ friend), Edna Cooper (Bill
Bridges’ Aunt), The Davenport Family (Dave and Priscilla Williams’ friends),
Charles and Mary Degree (Karen Long’s friends), Saher Degree (Gail
Sherman’s friend), Charles Duval (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Barbara Duval (Ludy
Wilkie’s friends), Tim Farmer (Pastor Christina and Jamie’s friend), Avan
Fields (Carol Berger’s friend), Ann Fitzsimmons (Steve and Jenny White’s
friend), Carol Ann Forgas (Bill Bridges’ friend), Chris Galloway (Vicky
Galloway’s husband), Gypsy Gilliam (Jennie and Dave Lambert’s friend), Mike
Greene (Gail Sherman’s friend), Carl Greenwald (DeBell’s friends), Richard
Hollifield (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Michael Huntsinger (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),
Joe Hutchinson (William Coyne’s friend), Debbie Irvin (Bill Bridges’ friend),
Patti Jenkins (Priscilla Williams’ friend), Kay Johnson (Eleanor Hendrick’s
cousin), Steve Jolly (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Shannon Jones (Jennie Lambert’s
former co-worker), Mark Kent (Majorie Olsen’s son), Rachel Kidwell (Dave
William’s niece), Bryan Legrand (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Jim Lilly (Dick and
Donna Lilly’s son), Sonya and Gerald Lovelace (Bill Bridges friend), Brenda
Lowery (Gail Sherman’s friend), Pam Lucas (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Eva
McCombs (Sandra Waldrop’s mother), Janice McGoven (Eleanor Hendricks’
sister), Sheri Dawn Mack (Relative of Karen Hubbard), Maribeth Norris Mies
(Carol Berger’s cousin), Jane Morrow (Daryl and Rose Cook’s friend), Pat
Mullen (Johanna Gillespie’s friend), Wanda Mullinax (Edith Kelly’s niece),
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Teresa Olsen (Marjorie Olsen’s daughter-in-law), Bob Patzer (Carol Berger’s
brother-in-law), Linda Patzer (Carol Berger’s sister), Gerard Peruzzi (Carol
Berger’s brother), Margaret Peruzzi (Carol Berger’s mother), Liz and Ron Dal
Poggetto (Judy Bridges’ friends), Beth Rhyne (Ladley and Jane Burn’s friend),
Shannon Sellers (Libby Stone’s cousin), Jean and Jim Tesseneer (Bill Bridges
friend), Jerry Tessener (Daryl and Rose Cook’s friend), Pam Unger (Willi and
Ray Lacy’s friend), Edith Walker (Allen and Lisa Philbeck’s friend’s mother),
David Waldrop (Sandra Waldrop’s husband), Molly and Darryl Waterstraat
(Karen Hubbard’s friends), Alfie Welch (Renee Buchanan’s brother),
Christopher Willever (David Williams’ grandson), Mary Ann Woolley (Sandra
Waldrop’s aunt)
Members: Dean Davis, Lin Washburn, Dot Paul, Bob Bryant, William Coyne,
Jim Wilson, Bobbie Johnson, Gerald Washburn, Ray Valentine, Lucinda
Wallen, Lisa Upton, Sandy Harman, Kim Lacy and family
In Undergraduate College: Emma Auch, Brooke Buchanan, Samantha
Hoffman, Jacob Stone, Catherine Mae Lilly
Ministry Partners: Hospice Cleveland County staff, leaders and those they
serve.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our
leaders, so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear
out anything in our common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our
own interests. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all the
martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in
life and in death. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace on video or say: “Peace be with you”
from wherever you are or type it in the chat or comments.

OFFERING
Make a one time or recurring gift using the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android. You
can give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.
Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click the registration link and
enter your payment information. You will receive a verification text as well as an email receipt. For
future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to give, and your
donation will process automatically.
Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.

OFFERTORY HYMN #186

“Create In Me a Clean Heart”

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923. Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used with permission.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray…
Gracious God, we have heard your Word of Life today. While our sin is great, your
determination to save has proven greater, again and again. Thank you for Jesus
who leads us out of the wilderness and into the community declaring, “The
kingdom of God has come near.” Embolden us with the gift of your Holy Spirit that
we may share your love and salvation with all creation, through Jesus Christ in
whose name we pray.
Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
BLESSING
As you leave this space,
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness.
May your arms hold those in need. May your feet walk toward justice.
May your heart trust its worth. May your soul dance in God’s grace.
And may this be your rhythm—
Again and again and again,
Until God’s promised day.
In the name of the holy, loving and life-giving Trinity itself,
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace.
Amen.
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HYMN #660

“Lift High the Cross”
Verses 1-2

DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

11

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Coronavirus Response: Our sanctuary remains closed, but the fellowship hall is
available for small groups (less than 10) with social distancing and masks required.
Contact Debby in the church office for more information.
Prayer Concerns: Please call or email the office or text Pastor Christina at 704-4727783 to update prayer requests. You may leave a voicemail but please provide the
spelling of any names, and your relationship to the person being prayed for.
Please continue your tithes and offerings. Make a one time or recurring gift using
the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android. You can give using ACH
(bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.
Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click the
registration link and enter your payment information. You will receive a
verification text as well as an email receipt. For future giving, simply send a text to
the same number with the amount you wish to give, and your donation will
process automatically.
Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.
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