
Ascension Lutheran Church 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost   September 19, 2021 

 

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over 
which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, 
to make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to 
welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, 
and to give them a place of honor in the assembly. 
 

*Congregation stands 
 

PRELUDE 

 

(Please stand as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.) 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

[P] In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

[C] Amen. 

 

[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
[C] Amen. 

 

[P] Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

[P] Gracious God, 
[C] have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 



your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us  
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

[P] God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 
[C] Amen. 

 

Please be seated and take this time to reflect on the music and lyrics. 

HYMN #413   “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” 

 

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty! 

 Early in the morning our song 
shall rise to thee. 

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and 
mighty! 

 God in three persons, blessed 
Trinity! 

 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints 
adore thee, 

 casting down their golden crowns 
around the glassy sea; 

 cherubim and seraphim falling 
down before thee, 

 which wert and art, and 
evermore shalt be. 

 

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the 
darkness hide thee, 

 though the eye of sinfulness thy 
glory may not see, 

 only thou art holy; there is none 
beside thee, 

 perfect in pow'r, in love and 
purity. 

 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God 
Almighty! 

 All thy works shall praise thy 
name in earth and sky and sea. 

 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and 
mighty! 

 God in three persons, blessed 
Trinity! 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.   



Please stand. 

*GREETING 

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

[C] And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

 



 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

[P] Let us pray.  
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as 
beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we 
may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
[C] Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20 

[A] A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; 
  then you showed me their evil deeds. 
 19But I was like a gentle lamb 
  led to the slaughter. 



 And I did not know it was against me 
  that they devised schemes, saying, 
 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 
 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 
  who try the heart and the mind, 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
[C] Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 54 (Please read the psalm responsively in whole verse.) 

[A]1Save me, O God, by your name; in your might, defend my cause. 

 
2Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth. 

 
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, 
those who have no regard for God. 
 
4Behold, God is my helper; it is the Lord who sustains my life. 

 
5Render evil to those who spy on me; in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
 
6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice and praise your name, O LORD, for it is 
good. 
 
7For you have rescued me from every trouble, and my eye looks down on my 
enemies. 
 
  



Please stand. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

*GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37 

[P] The holy gospel according to Mark, the ninth chapter.  
[C] Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not 
want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, 
“The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, 
and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, 
for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He 
sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first 
must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 
me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

 

[P] The gospel of the Lord.  
[C] Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 



SERMON   The Rev. Christina Auch 

 

Please remain seated and take this time to reflect on the music and lyrics. 

HYMN #781   “Children of the Heavenly Father” 

 

1 Children of the heav'nly Father 

safely in his bosom gather; 

nestling bird nor star in heaven 

such a refuge e'er was given. 
 

2 God his own doth tend and 
nourish, 
in his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them, 
in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

from the Lord his children sever; 

unto them his grace he showeth, 
and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 
God his children ne'er forsaketh; 

his the loving purpose solely 

to preserve them pure and holy. 
 
 
 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958 
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

Please stand. 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

[P] God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living 
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith…  
 

[C] I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
[A] Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

[A] God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in 
our love for you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to 
work together for your sake. Lord, in your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire 
to care for this world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, 
and individual efforts to heal our environment. Lord, in your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in 
conflict. Inspire leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful 
solutions to disagreements. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who 
cannot find safety in their home or country. Lord, in your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. 
Help them find appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path 
forward seems bleak… 

 

Penny Auch (Pastor Christina’s mother-in-law), Martha Beam (Eleanor 
Hendrick’s friend),  Dan Birch (Carol Berger's brother-in-law),  Cody Bryant 
(Bob Bryant’s grandson),  Kathy Callahan (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Mike 
Callahan (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Chris Carman (Judy Bridges’ friend),  Edna 
Cooper (Bill Bridges’ Aunt),  Phil Costello (Donna Lilly’s friend),  The 
Davenport Family (Dave and Priscilla Williams’ friends),  Charles and Mary 
Degree (Karen Long’s friends),   Saher Degree (Gail Sherman’s friend),  Tim 
Farmer (Pastor Christina and Jamie’s friend),  Ashton Fields (Carol Berger’s 
friend),  Avan Fields (Carol Berger’s friend),  Ann Fitzsimmons (Steve and 
Jenny White’s friend),  Carol Ann Forgas (Bill Bridges’ friend),  Mike Greene 



(Gail Sherman’s friend),  Carl Greenwald  (DeBell’s friends),  Joe Hutchinson 
(William Coyne’s friend),  Debbie Irvin (Bill Bridges’ friend),  Patti Jenkins 
(Priscilla Williams’ friend),  Kay Johnson (Eleanor Hendrick’s cousin),  Steve 
Jolly (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Mark Kent (Majorie Olsen’s son),  Rachel Kidwell 
(Dave William’s niece),  Frank LaVarre (Pastor Christina’s uncle),  Jim Lilly 
(Dick and Donna Lilly’s son),  Sonya and Gerald Lovelace (Bill Bridges’ friend),  
Brenda Lowery (Gail Sherman’s friend),  Eva McCombs (Sandra Waldrop’s 
mother),  Janice McGoven (Eleanor Hendricks’ sister),  Sheri Dawn Mack 
(Relative of Karen Hubbard),  Ed Marler (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Gay Helms 
Melton (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Maribeth Norris Mies (Carol Berger’s cousin),  
Mary Bell Moore (Lacy’s neighbor and the Hubbard’s and Johnson’s 
granddaughter),  Jane Morrow (Daryl and Rose Cook’s friend),  Pat Mullen 
(Johanna Gillespie’s friend),  Wanda Mullinax (Edith Kelly’s niece),  Teresa 
Olsen (Marjorie Olsen’s daughter-in-law),  Bob Patzer (Carol Berger’s brother-
in-law),  Linda Patzer (Carol Berger’s sister),  Lynn Perry (Jenny and Steve 
White’s friend)  Gerard Peruzzi (Carol Berger’s brother),  Margaret Peruzzi 
(Carol Berger’s mother), Marci Plati (Rev. Bill Battermann’s friend),  Liz and 
Ron Dal Poggetto (Judy Bridges’ friends),  John Reid (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  
Beth Rhyne (Ladley and Jane Burn’s friend),  Floyd Tate, Jr. (John Lilly’s 
friend),  Blanche Teele (Karen Long’s aunt),  Jean and Jim Tesseneer (Bill 
Bridges friend),  Jerry Tessener (Daryl and Rose Cook’s friend),  Beth Thomas 
(Carol Berger’s daughter),  David Waldrop (Sandra Waldrop’s husband),  Edith 
Walker (Allen and Lisa Philbeck’s friend’s mother),  Freda Walker (Ludy 
Wilkie’s friend),  Molly and Darryl Waterstraat (Karen Hubbard’s friends),  
Alfie Welch (Renee Buchanan’s brother),  Christopher Willever (David 
Williams’ grandson),  Mary Ann Woolley (Sandra Waldrop’s aunt). 
 

Members: Dean Davis, Lin Washburn, Dot Paul, Bob Bryant, William Coyne, 
Jim Wilson, Bobbie Johnson, Gerald Washburn, Lucinda Wallen, Lisa Upton, 
Sandy Harman, Ann Sipe, Marjorie Olsen, and Ray and Willi Lacy. 
 

In Undergraduate College: Emma Auch, Brooke Buchanan, Samantha 
Hoffman, Jacob Stone, Catherine Lilly, Matthew Lilly. 
 

[A] Lord, in your mercy, [C] hear our prayer. 

 



[A] God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. 
Renew in us your call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, 
strengthen their faith and our commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died 
and pray for all who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
[C] Amen. 

 

Please be seated.  

THE PEACE OF CHRIST (We are not “passing” the peace in any physical way. Online you 

are invited to share a greeting of peace in the comments.) 
 

[P] The peace of Christ be with you always. 

[C] And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 

Make a one time or recurring gift using the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android. 
You can give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.  
 

Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate.2. Click the registration link 
and enter your payment information.3. Receive a verification text as well as an email receipt. 
For future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to give, and 
your donation will process automatically. 
 

Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151. 
  



Please stand.  

*OFFERTORY HYMN #184   “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 

 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

[A] Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in 
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the 
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
[C] Amen. 

 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

[P] It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending praise: 

 



[P] In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*LORD'S PRAYER 

[P] Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
[C] Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

[P] Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 



Please be seated.  

DISTRIBUTION 

[P] This is the body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you.  
[C] Amen. 

 

Please remain seated.  
 

If you are not communing, please receive this blessing for you:  
“Jesus loves you and keeps you all the days of your life.” 
 

“LAMB OF GOD” 

 

 
Please stand.  

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  

[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.  
[C] Amen.  
 
  



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

[A] Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray.  
[C] Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
[C] Amen. 

 

Please remain standing and sing our sending hymn. 
 

*HYMN #855   “Crown Him with Many Crowns”, Verses 1-3 

 

1 Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 

hark, how the heav'nly anthem 
drowns 

all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless king 

through all eternity. 
 

2 Crown him the virgin's Son, 
the God incarnate born, 
whose arm those crimson trophies 
won 

which now his brow adorn;

fruit of the mystic rose, 

yet of that rose the stem, 
the root whence mercy ever flows, 
the babe of Bethlehem. 
 

3 Crown him the Lord of love-- 

behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds, yet visible above, 

in beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bend their burning 
eyes 

at mysteries so bright. 

 
 
 

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4  



 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

  



 

Assisting Today 

Organist: Steve White 

Assisting Minister: Sandra Waldrop 

Ushers: Greg Blalock and Mike Hubbard 

 

Assisting September 26, 2021 

Organist: Steve White 

Assisting Minister: Lisa Philbeck 

Ushers: Allen Philbeck and Robert Buchanan 

 
 

  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Holy Communion When you are worshiping at home, you are encouraged to set 
up a temporary altar called a tabernacle at home. Find a small table or bench, 
place on it a nice plate and a cup or goblet. Find a slice or loaf of bread and use 
either wine or grape juice in the cup. When the time comes for communion, lift 
the bread and wine with the pastor, giving thanks to God for the gift of 
communion that offers us forgiveness, community, and new life in Christ. 
 

In person Bible study, led by Pastor Christina, is meeting in the classroom across 
from the office on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We are using Augsburg Fortress 
quarterly materials. 
 

Prayer Concerns: Please call or email the office or text Pastor Christina at 704-
472-7783 to update prayer requests. You may leave a voicemail but please 
provide the spelling of any names, and your relationship to the person being 
prayed for.  
 

A small group of singers from First Baptist Church and Ascension will be meeting in 
our Fellowship Hall at 12:45 p.m. on Friday, September 24th. We will be 
rehearsing for a short sing along at Elmcroft Senior Facility on Charles Road that 
afternoon at 2:00 p.m.  Songs will include traditional, well-known and patriotic 
tunes from our past to entertain the residents. Anyone who enjoys singing is 
welcome to join us. We just ask that you notify the office by September 15th and 
attend the rehearsal so that we are sure to have enough copies of lyrics for all. 
Thank you for your interest!  Carol Berger/Phyllis Wortman 
 

Please continue your tithes and offerings. Make a one time or recurring gift using 
the website or the Vanco Mobile app on iPhone or Android. You can give using 
ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.  
 

Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click the 
registration link and enter your payment information. You will receive a 
verification text as well as an email receipt.  
 

Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151. 
 

 
  



 

A LOOK AHEAD 

 

Thursday, September 23 

Thursday Night Prayer – 9:00 p.m. (Facebook & Zoom) 

  

Sunday, September 26 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Date to Return Flood Buckets 

  

9:30 a.m. Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion  

(also on Facebook & Zoom)  
 

Thursday, September 30 

Thursday Night Prayer – 9:00 p.m. (Facebook & Zoom) 

  

Sunday, October 3 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 a.m. Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

(also on Facebook & Zoom) 

 

Thursday, October 7 

Thursday Night Prayer – 9:00 p.m. (Facebook & Zoom) 

  

Sunday, October 10 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 a.m. Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

 (also on Facebook & Zoom) 
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Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #47161. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
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