
Ascension Lutheran Church 

 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost   September 26, 2021 

 

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and 
the disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the 
elders who prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see 
this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under 
his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being 
done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on. 

 

*Congregation stands 
 

PRELUDE 

 

(Please stand as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.) 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

[P] In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

[C] Amen. 

 

[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
[C] Amen. 

 

[P] Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

[P] Gracious God, 
[C] have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 



your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us  
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

[P] God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 
[C] Amen. 

 

Please be seated and take this time to reflect on the music and lyrics. 

HYMN #636   “How Small Our Span of Life” 

 

1 How small our span of life, O 
God, 

our years from birth till death: 

a single beat within the heart, 
the catching of a breath, 
a drop within the ocean's deep, 
a grain upon the shore, 

a flash of light before we sleep 

to see the sun no more. 

 

2 And yet our speck of life is 
spanned by your infinity; 

our tick of time on earth is caught 

in your eternity. 
While suns and stars spin endlessly 

through depths of cosmic space, 
while aeons roll and ages pass, 

you hold us in your grace.

3 O Christ, you left eternity 

to plunge in time's swift stream, 
to share the shortness of our span, 
our mortal lives redeem. 
You filled your cross-closed years 

with love; 

you loved us to the end 

and touch us with your risen life 

that ours may time transcend. 
 

4 We thank you, God, for kindling 
faith that lights our transient 
years, 

illumining our pilgrimage 

through mists of doubt and fears; 

for hope that sees a life beyond 

the swiftly passing days; 

for love, both human and divine, 
that lifts our hearts to praise. 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 



Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

Please stand. 

*GREETING 

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

[C] And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 

 



 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

[P] Let us pray.  
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. 
Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
[C] Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
  



READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 

[A] A reading from Numbers. 
 
4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept 
again, and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used 
to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, 
and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all 
but this manna to look at.” 
  10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the 
entrances of their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was 
displeased. 11So Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you treated your servant 
so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of 
all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to 
them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse 
carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on oath to their 
ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they 
come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry 
all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you 
are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your 
sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 
  16So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, 
whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring 
them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 
  24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he 
gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the 
tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took 
some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and 
when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so 
again. 
  26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named 
Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, 
but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the 
camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, 
one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said 



to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD‘s people were 
prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
[C] Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 19:7-14 (Please read the psalm responsively in whole verse.) 

[A] 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of 
the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 
8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment 
of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of 
the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter 
far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 
11By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is 
great reward. 

 
12Who can detect one’s own offenses?  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 

 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 
dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great 
offense. 
 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable 
in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

 

  



Please stand. 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

*GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-50 

[P] The holy gospel according to Mark, the ninth chapter.  
[C] Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But 
Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my 
name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not 
against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who 
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung 
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes 
you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to 
have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot 
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to 
have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one 
eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm 
never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 



saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace 
with one another.” 

 

[P] The gospel of the Lord.  
[C] Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

SERMON   The Rev. Christina Auch 

 

Please remain seated and take this time to reflect on the music and lyrics. 

HYMN #599   “Lord Jesus, Think of Me” 

 

1 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 and purge away my sin; 

 from selfish passions set me free 

 and make me pure within. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 by anxious thoughts oppressed; 

 let me your loving servant be 

 and taste your promised rest. 

3 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 nor let me go astray; 

 through darkness and perplexity 

 point out your chosen way. 
 

4 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 that, when the flood is past, 

 I may the eternal brightness see 

 and share your joy at last. 

 
 

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt. 
 

Please stand. 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

[P] God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living 
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith…  
 

[C] I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead.  



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
[A] Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

[A] We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and 
encourage them in their journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of 
Christ in lives of prayer, service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] We pray for natural wonders of your creation. Restore damaged forests, 
waterways and natural habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you 
have provided. Lord, in your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate 
hearts. Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for 
those underserved. Lord, in your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other 
disease. Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain 
caregivers with energy and patience.  We pray especially for those we name 
aloud or silently in our hearts…… 

 

Penny Auch (Pastor Christina’s mother-in-law), Martha Beam (Eleanor 
Hendrick’s friend),  Dan Birch (Carol Berger's brother-in-law),  Cody Bryant 
(Bob Bryant’s grandson),  Kathy Callahan (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Mike 
Callahan (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Chris Carman (Judy Bridges’ friend),  Edna 
Cooper (Bill Bridges’ Aunt),  Phil Costello (Donna Lilly’s friend),  The 



Davenport Family (Dave and Priscilla Williams’ friends),  Charles and Mary 
Degree (Karen Long’s friends),   Saher Degree (Gail Sherman’s friend),  Tim 
Farmer (Pastor Christina and Jamie’s friend),  Ashton Fields (Carol Berger’s 
friend),  Avan Fields (Carol Berger’s friend),  Ann Fitzsimmons (Steve and 
Jenny White’s friend),  Carol Ann Forgas (Bill Bridges’ friend),  Mike Greene 
(Gail Sherman’s friend),  Carl Greenwald  (DeBell’s friends),  Joe Hutchinson 
(William Coyne’s friend),  Debbie Irvin (Bill Bridges’ friend),  Patti Jenkins 
(Priscilla Williams’ friend),  Kay Johnson (Eleanor Hendrick’s cousin),  Steve 
Jolly (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Mark Kent (Majorie Olsen’s son),  Rachel Kidwell 
(Dave William’s niece),  Jim Lilly (Dick and Donna Lilly’s son),  John Lilly (Dick 
and Donna Lilly’s son),  Sonya and Gerald Lovelace (Bill Bridges’ friend),  
Brenda Lowery (Gail Sherman’s friend),  Eva McCombs (Sandra Waldrop’s 
mother),  Janice McGoven (Eleanor Hendricks’ sister),  Sheri Dawn Mack 
(Relative of Karen Hubbard),  Ed Marler (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Gay Helms 
Melton (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Maribeth Norris Mies (Carol Berger’s cousin),  
Mary Bell Moore (Lacy’s neighbor and the Hubbard’s and Johnson’s 
granddaughter),  Jane Morrow (Daryl and Rose Cook’s friend),  Pat Mullen 
(Johanna Gillespie’s friend),  Wanda Mullinax (Edith Kelly’s niece),  Teresa 
Olsen (Marjorie Olsen’s daughter-in-law),  Jeanne Patterson (Karen Long’s 
cousin),  Bob Patzer (Carol Berger’s brother-in-law),  Linda Patzer (Carol 
Berger’s sister),  Lynn Perry (Jenny and Steve White’s friend)  Gerard Peruzzi 
(Carol Berger’s brother),  Margaret Peruzzi (Carol Berger’s mother), Marci 
Plati (Rev. Bill Battermann’s friend),  Liz and Ron Dal Poggetto (Judy Bridges’ 
friends),  John Reid (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Beth Rhyne (Ladley and Jane 
Burn’s friend),  Floyd Tate, Jr. (John Lilly’s friend),  Blanche Teele (Karen Long’s 
aunt),  Jean and Jim Tesseneer (Bill Bridges friend),  Jerry Tessener (Daryl and 
Rose Cook’s friend),  Beth Thomas (Carol Berger’s daughter),  David Waldrop 
(Sandra Waldrop’s husband),  Edith Walker (Allen and Lisa Philbeck’s friend’s 
mother),  Freda Walker (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),  Molly and Darryl Waterstraat 
(Karen Hubbard’s friends),  Alfie Welch (Renee Buchanan’s brother),  
Christopher Willever (David Williams’ grandson),  Mary Ann Woolley (Sandra 
Waldrop’s aunt). 
 

Members: Dean Davis, Lin Washburn, Dot Paul, Bob Bryant, William Coyne, 
Jim Wilson, Bobbie Johnson, Gerald Washburn, Lucinda Wallen, Lisa Upton, 



Sandy Harman, Ann Sipe, Marjorie Olsen, and Ray and Willi Lacy. 
 

In Undergraduate College: Emma Auch, Brooke Buchanan, Samantha 
Hoffman, Jacob Stone, Catherine Lilly, Matthew Lilly. 
 

[A] Lord, in your mercy,  
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, 
acolytes, and ushers. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the 
passion to continue in their service. Lord, in your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and 
those from every time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and 
reassure us of your promised salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
[C] hear our prayer. 

 

[A] Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
[C] Amen. 

 

Please be seated.  

THE PEACE OF CHRIST (We are not “passing” the peace in any physical way. Online you 

are invited to share a greeting of peace in the comments.) 
 

[P] The peace of Christ be with you always. 

[C] And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 

Make a one time or recurring gift using the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android. 
You can give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.  
 

Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate.2. Click the registration link 
and enter your payment information.3. Receive a verification text as well as an email receipt. 
For future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to give, and 
your donation will process automatically. 
 

Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151. 



Please stand.  

*OFFERTORY HYMN #184   “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 

 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

[A] Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in 
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the 
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
[C] Amen. 

 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

[P] It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending praise: 

 



[P] In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*LORD'S PRAYER 

[P] Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
[C] Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

[P] Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 



Please be seated.  

DISTRIBUTION 

[P] This is the body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you.  
[C] Amen. 

 

Please remain seated.  
 

If you are not communing, please receive this blessing for you:  
“Jesus loves you and keeps you all the days of your life.” 
 

“LAMB OF GOD” 

 

 
Please stand.  

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  

[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.  
[C] Amen.  
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

[A] Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 



As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray.  
[C] Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
[C] Amen. 

 

Please remain standing and sing our sending hymn. 

*HYMN #595   “Jesus Loves Me!”, Verses 1-3 

 

1 Jesus loves me! this I know, 
 for the Bible tells me so; 

 little ones to him belong, 
 they are weak, but he is strong. 
 

Refrain 

 Yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 yes, Jesus loves me, 
 the Bible tells me so. 

 
 

2 Jesus loves me! he who died 

 heaven's gates to open wide; 

 he will wash away my sin, 

 let his little child come in.  
Refrain 

 

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay 

 close beside me all the way; 

 when at last I come to die, 
 he will take me home on high.  
Refrain 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

  



 

Assisting Today 

Organist: Steve White 

Assisting Minister: Lisa Philbeck 

Ushers: Allen Philbeck and Robert Buchanan 

 

Assisting October 3, 2021 

Organist: Steve White 

Assisting Minister: Sandra Waldrop 

Ushers: Max and Jake Smolzer 

 
  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Holy Communion When you are worshiping at home, you are encouraged to 
set up a temporary altar called a tabernacle at home. Find a small table or 
bench, place on it a nice plate and a cup or goblet. Find a slice or loaf of 
bread and use either wine or grape juice in the cup. When the time comes 
for communion, lift the bread and wine with the pastor, giving thanks to God 
for the gift of communion that offers us forgiveness, community, and new 
life in Christ. 
 

In person Bible study, led by Pastor Christina, is meeting in the classroom 
across from the office on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  We are using 
Augsburg Fortress quarterly materials. 

 

Prayer Concerns: Please call or email the office or text Pastor Christina at 
704-472-7783 to update prayer requests. You may leave a voicemail but 
please provide the spelling of any names, and your relationship to the person 
being prayed for.  
 

Please continue your tithes and offerings. Make a one time or recurring gift 
using the website or the Vanco Mobile app on iPhone or Android. You can 
give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American 
Express.  
 

Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click 
the registration link and enter your payment information. You will receive a 
verification text as well as an email receipt.  
 

Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151. 
 

Jacob Stone and Catherine Lilly will be continuing their educations this fall in 
cities that can seem very far from home.  Jacob is studying in Florence, Italy 
at the Lorenzo de’Medici Institue.  Catherine is studying in New York City.  
Their addresses follow:  Jacob Stone, Instituto Lorenzo de’Medici, Via 
Melarancio 6/R, 50123 Firenze, Italia and Catherine Lilly, 11 Waverly Place, 
Apt. 3E, New York, New York 10003.  Cards and prayers would be very 
welcomed. 



 

A LOOK AHEAD 

 

Thursday, September 30 

Thursday Night Prayer – 9:00 p.m. (Facebook & Zoom) 

  

Sunday, October 3 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 a.m. Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

(also on Facebook & Zoom) 

 

Tuesday, October 5 

7:00 p.m. - Congregation Council Meeting (Zoom) 

 

Thursday, October 7 

Thursday Night Prayer – 9:00 p.m. (Facebook & Zoom) 

 

Sunday, October 10 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30 a.m. Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

(also on Facebook & Zoom) 

 

Thursday, October 14 

Thursday Night Prayer – 9:00 p.m. (Facebook & Zoom) 

 

Sunday, Oct. 17 — 21st Sunday after Pentecost  

9:30 a.m. Bible Study 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion  

(also on Facebook & Zoom) 
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