Ascension Lutheran Church

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 5, 2021

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord!

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more
honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the
Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t
deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview,
but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the
story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with
equal honor as a child and heir.

*Congregation stands

PRELUDE

(Please stand as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.)

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
[P] In the name of the Father,

and of the =+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

[C] Amen.

[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

[C] Amen.

[P] Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection

[P] Gracious God,
[C] have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In



your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

[P] God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

[C] Amen.
Please be seated and take this time to reflect on the music and lyrics.
HYMN #858 oo “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 3 Praise to the Lord, who will
the King of creation! prosper your work and defend
O my soul, praise him, for he is you;
your health and salvation! surely his goodness and mercy
Let all who hear now to his shall daily attend you.
temple draw near, Ponder anew what the Almighty
joining in glad adoration! can do

if with his love he befriend you.
2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all

things is wondrously reigning 4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that
and, as on wings of an eagle, is in me adore him!

uplifting, sustaining. All that has life and breath, come
Have you not seen all that is now with praises before him!
needful has been Let the amen sound from his
sent by his gracious ordaining? people again.

Gladly forever adore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.



Please stand.

*GREETING

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

[C] And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

[P] Let us pray.

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and
death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people
ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ,
our healer and Lord.

[C] Amen.

Please be seated.
READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a
[A] A reading from lIsaiah.

“Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,



with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
°then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
’2the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water..

The Word of the Lord.
[C] Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 146 (Please read the psalm responsively in whole verse.)
[A] ‘Hallelujah! Praise the LorD, O my soul!

’l will praise the LORD as long as | live; | will sing praises to my God while |
have my being.

3Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.

“When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their
thoughts perish.

>Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in
the LORD their God;

*who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps
promises forever;

’who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.



8The LoRrD opens the eyes of the blind; the Lorbp lifts up those who are
bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.

°The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

The LorbD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Hallelujah!

Please stand.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

*GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37

[P] The holy gospel according to Mark, the seventh chapter.
[C] Glory to you, O Lord.

4[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape
notice,’’but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his

feet. 2°Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. ?’He said to her, “Let the children
be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.” *®But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the



children’s crumbs.” °Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the
demon has left your daughter.” 3°So she went home, found the child lying on
the bed, and the demon gone.

3IThen he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon
towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. *’They brought to
him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him
to lay his hand on him. *3*He took him aside in private, away from the crowd,
and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. **Then
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” >*And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released,
and he spoke plainly. **Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more
he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. >’They were
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

[P] The gospel of the Lord.
[C] Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON The Rev. Christina Auch
Please remain seated and take this time to reflect on the music and lyrics.
HYMN#886 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing brings life and health and peace.
my great Redeemer's praise, 4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice,
the glories of my God and King, new life the dead receive;
the triumphs of his grace! the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,

the humble poor believe.
2 My gracious Master and my God,

assist me to proclaim, 5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
to spread through all the earth O fallen human race!
abroad Look and be saved through faith
the honors of your name. alone, be justified by grace!

3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
and bids our sorrows cease, be now and ever giv'n

sings music in the sinner's ears, by saints below and saints above,



the church in earth and heav'n.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Please stand.

*APOSTLES’ CREED

[P] God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith...

[C] | believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
[A] Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

Silence is kept for reflection.

[A] Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your
church. Guide all evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who
seek to share your love through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy,

[C] hear our prayer.

[A] You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants.
Bless all who advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean
waterways. Inspire all people to show care for the world you have made.
Lord, in your mercy,



[C] hear our prayer.

[A] You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders
and governments to work with one another for the good of our common
world. Unite us in seeking the health, safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in your
mercy,

[C] hear our prayer.

[A] You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence
or persecution, protect any who are in danger, and sustain them through
uncertain and unstable times. We pray especially for those we name aloud or
silently in our hearts...

Penny Auch (Pastor Christina’s mother-in-law), Martha Beam (Eleanor
Hendrick’s friend), Dan Birch (Carol Berger's brother-in-law), Adam Bridges
& Brittany Smith (Libby Stone’s cousin and his fiancé), Cody Bryant (Bob
Bryant’s grandson), Kathy Callahan (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Mike Callahan
(Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Chris Carman (Judy Bridges’ friend), Edna Cooper (Bill
Bridges’ Aunt), Phil Costello (Donna Lilly’s friend), The Davenport Family
(Dave and Priscilla Williams’ friends), Charles and Mary Degree (Karen Long’s
friends), Saher Degree (Gail Sherman’s friend), Tim Farmer (Pastor Christina
and Jamie’s friend), Ashton Fields (Carol Berger’s friend), Avan Fields (Carol
Berger’s friend), Ann Fitzsimmons (Steve and Jenny White’s friend), Carol
Ann Forgas (Bill Bridges’ friend), Mike Greene (Gail Sherman’s friend), Carl
Greenwald (DeBell’s friends), Joe Hutchinson (William Coyne’s friend),
Debbie Irvin (Bill Bridges’ friend), Patti Jenkins (Priscilla Williams’ friend),
Kay Johnson (Eleanor Hendrick’s cousin), Steve Jolly (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),
Mark Kent (Majorie Olsen’s son), Rachel Kidwell (Dave William’s niece),
Frank LaVarre (Pastor Christina’s uncle), Jim Lilly (Dick and Donna Lilly’s son),
Sonya and Gerald Lovelace (Bill Bridges’ friend), Brenda Lowery (Gail
Sherman’s friend), Eva McCombs (Sandra Waldrop’s mother), Janice
McGoven (Eleanor Hendricks’ sister), Sheri Dawn Mack (Relative of Karen
Hubbard), Ed Marler (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Gay Helms Melton (Ludy Wilkie’s
friend), Maribeth Norris Mies (Carol Berger’s cousin), Mary Bell Moore
(Lacy’s neighbor and the Hubbard’s and Johnson’s granddaughter), Jane



Morrow (Daryl and Rose Cook’s friend), Pat Mullen (Johanna Gillespie’s
friend), Wanda Mullinax (Edith Kelly’s niece), Teresa Olsen (Marjorie Olsen’s
daughter-in-law), Bob Patzer (Carol Berger’s brother-in-law), Linda Patzer
(Carol Berger’s sister), Lynn Perry (Jenny and Steve White’s friend) Gerard
Peruzzi (Carol Berger’s brother), Margaret Peruzzi (Carol Berger’s mother),
Marci Plati (Rev. Bill Battermann’s friend), Liz and Ron Dal Poggetto (Judy
Bridges’ friends), John Reid (Ludy Wilkie’s friend), Beth Rhyne (Ladley and
Jane Burn’s friend), Shannon Sellers (Libby Stone’s cousin), Blanche Teele
(Karen Long’s aunt), Jean and Jim Tesseneer (Bill Bridges friend), Jerry
Tessener (Daryl and Rose Cook’s friend), Beth Thomas (Carol Berger’s
daughter), David Waldrop (Sandra Waldrop’s husband), Edith Walker (Allen
and Lisa Philbeck’s friend’s mother), Freda Walker (Ludy Wilkie’s friend),
Molly and Darryl Waterstraat (Karen Hubbard'’s friends), Alfie Welch (Renee
Buchanan’s brother), Christopher Willever (David Williams’ grandson), Mary
Ann Woolley (Sandra Waldrop’s aunt).

Members: Dean Davis, Lin Washburn, Dot Paul, Bob Bryant, William Coyne,
Jim Wilson, Bobbie Johnson, Gerald Washburn, Lucinda Wallen, Lisa Upton,
Sandy Harman, Ann Sipe, and Marjorie Olsen.

In Undergraduate College: Emma Auch, Brooke Buchanan, Samantha
Hoffman, Jacob Stone, Catherine Lilly, Matthew Lilly.

[A] Lord, in your mercy,
[C] hear our prayer.

[A] You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the
leadership and ministries of this congregation. Lord, in your mercy,
[C] hear our prayer.

[A] You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your
glorious presence. We thank you for their example and rejoice in their lives.
Lord, in your mercy,

[C] hear our prayer.

[A] Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.



[C] Amen.

Please be seated.

THE PEACE OF CHRIST (We are not “passing” the peace in any physical way. Online you
are invited to share a greeting of peace in the comments.)

[P] The peace of Christ be with you always.
[C] And also with you.

OFFERING

Make a one time or recurring gift using the website or the GivePlus app on iPhone or Android.
You can give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express.

Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate.2. Click the registration link
and enter your payment information.3. Receive a verification text as well as an email receipt.
For future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to give, and
your donation will process automatically.

Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.

Please stand.

*OFFERTORY HYMIN #1844 “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b, 1927

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.

*OFFERING PRAYER
[A] Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and

nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in
any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

[C] Amen.
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[P] It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending praise:
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[P] In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



*LORD'S PRAYER

[P] Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
[C] Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.

Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
[P] Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION

[P] This is the body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you.
[C] Amen.

Please remain seated.

If you are not communing, please receive this blessing for you:
“Jesus loves you and keeps you all the days of your life.”

“LAMB OF GOD”
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Please stand.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

[C] Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

[A] Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.

In your name we pray.

[C] Amen.

*BLESSING
[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace.
[C] Amen.

Please remain standing and sing our sending hymn.



*HYMN #873

1 Rejoice, ye pure in heart!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing;
your festal banner wave on high,
the cross of Christ your king.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

2 With voice as full and strong
as ocean's surging praise,

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”, Verses 1-3

send forth the sturdy hymns of old,
the psalms of ancient days.
Refrain

3 With all the angel choirs,
with all the saints on earth
pour out the strains of joy and bliss,
true rapture, noblest mirth.
Refrain

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Maryland and Buck
Dover on the occasion of their wedding anniversary by Lita and Marvin Smith, Stephanie
and Brandon Smith, Halley and Chuck Smith and Ryan Smith.
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Assisting Minister:

Ushers:

Organist:

Assisting Minister:

Ushers:

Assisting Today
Cathy Hubbard
Sandra Waldrop
Max and Jake Smolzer

Assisting September 12, 2021
Steve White
Rose Cook
Ludy Wilkie and Daryl Cook




ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holy Communion When you are worshiping at home, you are encouraged to
set up a temporary altar called a tabernacle at home. Find a small table or
bench, place on it a nice plate and a cup or goblet. Find a slice or loaf of
bread and use either wine or grape juice in the cup. When the time comes
for communion, lift the bread and wine with the pastor, giving thanks to God
for the gift of communion that offers us forgiveness, community, and new
life in Christ.

In person Bible study, led by Pastor Christina, is meeting in the classroom
across from the office on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. We are using
Augsburg Fortress quarterly materials.

Prayer Concerns: Please call or email the office or text Pastor Christina at
704-472-7783 to update prayer requests. You may leave a voicemail but
please provide the spelling of any names, and your relationship to the person
being prayed for.

Please continue your tithes and offerings. Make a one time or recurring gift
using the website or the Vanco Mobile app on iPhone or Android. You can
give using ACH (bank account), Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American
Express.

Or text 844-906-2283 and enter the amount you wish to donate. Then click
the registration link and enter your payment information. You will receive a
verification text as well as an email receipt.

Or mail your regular tithe or offering to PO Box 266, Shelby, NC 28151.

Former interim pastor The Rev. William Battermann will preside and preach
on Sunday, September 12. He will also teach about the Lord's Prayer during
adult Bible study that morning in the classroom. (Pastor Christina will be
away to preside at an installation in Dallas, NC.)




A LOOK AHEAD

Monday, September 6
Church Office closed for Labor Day

Tuesday, September 7
7:00 p.m. Congregation Council Meeting

Thursday, September9
Thursday Night Prayer—9:00 pm (Facebook & Zoom)

Sunday, September 12 — Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Bible Study with Pastor Bill Battermann
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
Pastor Bill Battermann presiding
(also on Facebook & Zoom)

Thursday, September 16
Thursday Night Prayer — 9:00 pm (Facebook & Zoom)

Sunday, September 19 — Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
(also on Facebook & Zoom)

Sunday, September 26 — Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
(also on Facebook & Zoom)
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